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Welcome to Capturx for ArcGIS Desktop  

Thank you for your purchase. Now you can put the power of digital pen technology to work. 
Capturx for  ArcGIS Desktop is a powerful, easy - to -use, digital data collection solution that 

enables you to keep using paper maps. Our extension is the ideal way to create, import, 

edit, share, and act on paper -based data in and between geographic information systems  
(GIS).  

  

With Capturx for ArcGIS Desktop and Pen Manager and Capturx Mobile software you will be 
able to:  

  

 Print maps with various feature layers on ordinary paper. You can select a feature 
from the printed legend and then draw it on the map. When the di gital pen docks 

with the PC, the data, including the classification of those features, automatically 
gets updated within the geodatabase.  

  

 Use the Pen Manager for Windows, Capturx Mobile, Windows Mobile, and other 
handsets to manage and upload your data. The Pen Manager enables you to 

 manage the features and options available on your pen and to send the file 
containing the ink via email  

   

This guide describes the process for using Capturx for ArcGIS Desktop and Pen Manager 
software and to provide a compr ehensive explanation of their features.  

 

How This Guide is Organized  

The topics and information in this user manual include:  

  

 How to charge and use your pen  

 Registering and activating your software and pen  

 Using the Pen Managers  

 Capturx for ArcGIS overvie w 

 Using the Capturx for ArcGIS toolbar and buttons  

 Opening a map and selecting a legend  

 Printing your map and legend  

 How to use Capturx for ArcGIS Desktop to create data  

 Uploading data from the pen to ArcMap  

 Troubleshooting and maintenance  

  

These sections  and topics will help you learn to use Capturx for ArcGIS Desktop.  
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Charging and Using Your Pen  

The pen looks and feels just like an ordinary ballpoint pen and you use it in the same way. 
There are no keys to press. You activate the pen simply by removi ng the cap and deactivate 

it by replacing the cap. The pen needs to be charged before you can use it to capture data.  

  

To charge the pen:  

  

1.  You may need to place the ink cartridge in the pen. To place the cartridge in the pen, 
take one of the ink cartridg es and gently slide it into the hole at the tip until it is 

completely seated and does not fall out.   

2.  Attach the docking station to a PC or laptop via the USB port.  

3.  Fully insert the pen in the docking station.  

4.  The gold connection points on the pen and doc king station need to be aligned and 
the pen needs to be firmly placed in the docking station.  

5.  After you connect the USB port to your computer and dock your pen, you will initially 

need to keep the pen in the docking station for four hours for it to fully c harge.  

  

Note: To prevent your battery from running low, do not leave the cap off the pen for 

extended periods of time. You will need your pen cap so keep it in a place you will 

remember.  

  

For information on how to use the pen and docking station to uploa d data, see Using the 

Pen and Docking Station . 

 

Registering and Activating Your Software and Pen  

After insta lling Capturx for ArcGIS Desktop, you will be prompted to complete the following 

steps for registering your software and activating your digital pen(s). The steps include:  

  

 Registering your software  

 Activating the pen  

 Registering the digital pen(s)  

 Import ing the digital pattern for printing from your digital pen  

 Moving digital pattern from previous versions of Capturx software to the current 

version of Capturx for ArcGIS Desktop  

  

Registering and Activating Your Software  

You register and activate your Capt urx software by filling out a registration form and you 
activate the software by docking the pen. When you first open Capturx for ArcGIS Desktop, 

you will see the following activation screen:  

  

../My%20RoboHelp%20Projects/Capturx%20for%20ArcGIS/Head/Documentation/Capturx%20for%20ArcGIS/!SSL!/WebHelp/Using_the_Pen_and_Docking_Station.htm
../My%20RoboHelp%20Projects/Capturx%20for%20ArcGIS/Head/Documentation/Capturx%20for%20ArcGIS/!SSL!/WebHelp/Using_the_Pen_and_Docking_Station.htm
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The green arrow shows you the step you are on in the activ ation process. To register your 
software with Adapx, select the Next  button. This will open the Register Software form.  

  

 
  

To complete the registration process:  

  

1.  Fill in the form with the required information.  

2.  Select the Save Button to save your regist ration information. Select the Remind Me 

Later  button if you want to complete the form later.  

   

To complete the software activation, dock the pen and select the Next  button.  
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Registering and Activating Your Pen  

The first time a pen is docked, you wil l see the Capturx Pen Startup Wizard. The green 

arrow shows you the step you are on in the activation process. The check mark denotes the 

parts of the process that have been completed and the warning sign denotes a procedure 
that failed.  

  

 
  

All new pens  shipped with Capturx for ArcGIS have been activated. If you are using a pen 

that was purchased with different software, you many need to manually activate. The 
manual activation enables the digital pattern for use.  

  

1.  Select the Use Offline Key button.  

2.  The Manual Pen Activation window will appear. Enter the key you received from 
Adapx sales.  

3.  Enter the key and select the OK button.  
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To register your pen:  

  

1.  Select the Activate button to open the registration form.  

  

 
  

 
  

2.  Fill in the form with the requ ired information.  

3.  Select the Save Button to save your registration information. Their registration 

details are saved to file, so you can print the registration information and fax it or 

mail it to Adapx. Select the Remind Me Later  button if you want to com plete the 
form later.  

  

If your connection uses a proxy server, you may have to enter proxy information to 
complete the activation.  

  

To provide the proxy information:  

  

1.  The Adapx Proxy Settings window will appear when you select Activate  
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2.  Check the Use the Following proxy setting  check box and enter the proxy 
address for your company and select the OK button. Ask your systems administrator 

if your proxy uses a secure protocol.  

3.  Depending on how your systems administrator, selecting OK may require 

authe ntication. If so the following dialog will appear:  

  

 
  

4.  Enter your User Name and Password and select the OK  button  

  

To migrate digital pattern from previous versions of Capturx software:  

  

1.  Select the Migrate button.  
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2.  The Migrate Digital Pattern wind ow will appear. Using the Size and Count table 

provided as a guideline, select the percentage of pages to move and select the Move 
button.  
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When you have completed the procedures for registering and activating your pen, select the 

Complete button  at t he bottom of the wizard.  

  

 
 

Using the Pen Managers  

Capturx for ArcGIS provides you with access to two Pen Managers (Windows and Capturx 
Mobile for BlackBerry) that can be used to send your ink to an email address or to a Capturx 

server. In addition, the Pen Manager for Windows also enables you to manage the features 
and options available on your pen. Listed below is an overview of these Pen Managers, their 

features, and links to their user guides.  

  

Capturx Pen Manager  

The Pen Manager is installed on yo ur computer when you install Capturx for ArcGIS. This 
Pen Manager allows you to manage the ink you upload when you dock your pen. Using this 

Pen Manager you can:     

  

 Send the file containing the ink via email or to the Capturx server  

 View the remaining t ime left on the battery of the pen    

 Download and delete the pages currently on the pen  

 Set how you want the pages to download  

 Enter and save personal details to the pen  

 Enable or disable the Bluetooth feature on the pen  

  

For more information on Pen M anager for Windows and its features, see the user guide:  

  

http://www.adapx.com/capturxpenmanager/Capturx_Pen_Manager_UserGuide_2.6.pdf 

Capturx Mobile for BlackBe rry  

The Capturx Mobile for BlackBerry allows you to use your mobile device to send your pen 

data. This allows you to:  

  

 Bluetooth pair your pen to your mobile device  

 Use your BlackBerry to send the file containing the ink via email  

http://www.adapx.com/capturxpenmanager/Capturx_Pen_Manager_UserGuide_2.6.pdf
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 Use GPS mode to set and  view location information about your uploaded file  

 See a log of recent activity with a date and time stamp  

 Easily email Adapx product and technical support  

  

For more information on Capturx Mobile for BlackBerry and its features, see the user guide:  

  

http://www.adapx.com/WebHelp/CapturxPenManagerForBlackBerry/Help/1.0/Index.htm  

 

Capturx for ArcGIS Desktop Overview  

The following process flow shows you the ove rall process used to capture, review, and edit 

digital pen data. This includes the steps involved in:  

  

 Preparing and printing your map and legend  

 Using the pen to create ArcGIS data  

 Docking the pen and transmitting the features you have created  

 Reviewing and editing your changes using the Capturx ArcGIS Desktop extension  

  

 
  

http://www.adapx.com/WebHelp/CapturxPenManagerForBlackBerry/Help/1.0/Index.htm
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Overview of the Toolbar  

At the most general level, the Capturx for ArcGIS extension toolbar is used to:  

  

 Add a Redline/Markup layer to your map  

 Print the page layout containing the map and legend you have selected  

 Use the import options to import the ink strokes you have made on your map so 
they can be reviewed and accepted or rejected  

 Use the review options for selecting the ink strokes you have made and accepting or 
rejecting these  changes  

  

The States of the Toolbar and Buttons  

The toolbar consists of 12 buttons and some of these buttons will be disabled (grayed out) 
depending on where you are in the process of capturing and reviewing your field data and 

whether you are in layout o r data view. As shown below, the toolbar can be in different 
general states with different options disabled:  

  

Toolbar 
Button  

How it is Used  

 

Add Redline/Markup Layer : This button is used to add an Redline/Markup 
layer that you can use to write notes on your map. This takes you to a dialog 

box that enables you to:  

  

 Select the data frame you want to apply the layer to  

 Provide a name for the layer  

 Select the path to the location where you want to store the files.  

  

Note: The layer will have the same coordi nate system as the data frame.  

 

Print Page Layout : This button is used to print the page layout. This takes you 
to the print dialog.  

 

Import Next Session for Current Map : This button is used download the 
current session for the map you are working on s o that your changes will appear 

on the map. This button is only active if there are sessions waiting for the 
currently loaded map.  

 

Open the Session Dialog Box : This button will show you a current list of 
sessions you have uploaded using your pen so you can choose a session from 

the list. This dialog includes the:  

  

 Name of the map  

 User name associated with the pen  

 The time and date the upload was received  

  

You can also use this dialog box to delete a session. Sessions that correspond 

with other maps wil l be inactive.  
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Select All Capturx Features : This button is used to select all of the features 
(except Redline/Markup strokes) you have made on your map.  

 

Clear All Selected Features : This button is used to deselect any of the 
features you have made on  your map  

 

Select the First Change : This button is used to select the first feature you 

have made on your map  

 

Select the Previous Change : This button is used to select the previous 
feature you have made on your map  

 

Select the Next Change : As you mo ve through the changes you have made, 
this button is used to select the next feature you have made on your map.  

 

Select the Last Change : This button is used to select the last feature you 
have made on your map.  

 

Reject All Changes : This button is used to reject all of the feature you have 
made on your map  

 

Accept All Changes : This button is used to accept all of the features you have 
made on your map.  

 

How to Open a Map and a Legend  

A legend, when printed with Capturx for ArcGIS, becomes a digital pa lette for creating 

features. This section describes the process for opening a map and creating and placing the 
legend you will use to add features to your map. This includes:  

  

 How to open the map you want to use with Capturx for ArcGIS Desktop  

 How to use the ArcMap Legend Wizard to select the layers you want to include in 

your legend.  

  

To create a map and legend:  

  

1.  Open ArcMap.  

2.  Select the map you want to use.  
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3.  Once you have a map with data layers added, From the View Menu , select Layout 

View . 

  

 
  

4.  From the Insert Menu , select Legend . 

5.  Use the Legend Wizard  to select the layers you want to include in your Legend.  
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6.  Select Next in  each dialog box after closing the style sessions.  

7.  Select Finish  on last dialog  

8.  The items you have selected will appear i n the legend. Note: You can also right -click 
on the legend once it has been added to your layout and choose Properties  to 

modify it later.  

9.  Use your mouse to drag it to the desired location on the map and to re -size it.  

 

Selecting Pattern to Meet Your Need s 

When you print with Capturx, a digital dot pattern (sometimes called a digital watermark) is 
printed on the paper along with your map layout. Before you print, you need to know how 

this pattern is used when you print your map and how to select the patter n size that best 

meets your needs. This section describes:  

  

 How the pattern is used to print your digital map  

 How to use the Printing dialog box to learn how much pattern you have available and 

how to get more pattern when you are running low  

  

How the Pa ttern is Used to Print Your Digital Map  

Digital pattern is required to print the digital map you will use. Pattern is available in 3 sizes 

(A0, A2, and A4), and each size has an exact number of pages available for printing. These 

pages are referred to as a  "shelf" of pattern.  
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What you plan to print  Option to 
choose  

I will ONLY print LETTER size maps (8 - �������´���[�������´����
from this computer  

Select A4  

I will print LETTER (8 - �������´���[�������´�����D�Q�G���7�$�%�/�2�,�'��
�������´���[�������´�����V�L�]�H���P�D�S�V 

Select A2  

I will connect this PC to a PLOTTER (you will still be 
able to print smaller sizes)  

Select A0  

  

A larger size pattern can be used to print a smaller size page layout. For example, one -

square - �\�D�U�G���³�$���´���F�D�Q���E�H���X�V�H�G���W�R���S�U�L�Q�W���D���O�H�W�W�H�U- �V�L�]�H���������´���[�������´���S�D�J�H���O�D�\�R�X�W�����+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�����W�K�H�U�H��
are fewe r pages in a refill of a larger size pattern, so it is more cost efficient to use the 

smallest size pattern you can. If you have more than one shelf of pattern, Capturx will 
automatically choose the smallest sized pattern possible in order to conserve patt ern pages.  

  

�,�I���\�R�X���K�D�Y�H���G�R�Z�Q�O�R�D�G�H�G���S�D�W�W�H�U�Q���W�K�D�W���L�V���W�R�R���O�D�U�J�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���V�L�]�H���\�R�X���Z�R�X�O�G���O�L�N�H���W�R���S�U�L�Q�W�����³�$���´��
being used to print a letter - �V�L�]�H���������´���[�������´���S�D�J�H���O�D�\�R�X�W�����\�R�X���F�D�Q���V�W�L�O�O���S�U�L�Q�W�����E�X�W���\�R�X���Z�L�O�O���V�H�H���D��
warning notice in red text at the lower left of the p rint dialog noting that you could use 
smaller pattern. If you do not have a additional pattern credit available, you can purchase 

one by contacting sales@adapx.com.  

  

Monitoring and Using Pattern in ArcGIS Desktop  

Capturx for ArcGIS provides you with a Pat tern Refill dialog box and a Desktop printing 
dialog that you use to download pattern and to monitor the amount of pattern you have  

  

 
  






























